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Georgia. In 2006, Rev. Wheeler relocated 
back to New York and was consecrated and 
elevated to the office of Ordained Traveling 
Elder in the New York–Washington Annual 
Conference of the Christian Methodist Epis-
copal Church under the auspices of Senior 
Bishop Thomas L. Hoyt, Jr., Presiding Prelate. 

After 20 years away from home, in July of 
2011 Reverend Wheeler returned home to Mt. 
Vernon, NY to pastor where he grew up, wor-
shipped with his family, and began in ministry, 
at Mount Calvary Christian Methodist Epis-
copal Church. Reverend Wheeler also began 
serving as the Director of the New York-New 
England Ministry to Men. Reverend Wheeler 
has served in a multitude of capacities within 
the ministry, including: Staff Ministerial Coordi-
nator accountable for 13 staff ministers, Pastor 
of Praise & Worship and Ministerial Liaison for 
the Music Department, Singles Ministry and 
Family Enrichment Ministry. He has also trav-
eled extensively abroad to conduct Preaching 
Revivals & Gospel Music Workshops in Olso, 
Norway, Stockholm, Sweden, Brighton and 
London, England, South Africa, and Tokyo, 
Japan. 

A scholar, Reverend Wheeler earned his 
Masters of Religious Studies from Yale Uni-
versity, in New Haven and his Masters of The-
ology Degree and Doctorate of Divinity Degree 
from the Hugee Theological Institute/Light-
house Seminary New York, NY. In December 
2013, The Abundant Life Theological Semi-
nary conferred a second Doctorate of Divinity 
Degree upon Reverend Wheeler. 

This year, Mt. Calvary C.M.E. is holding a 
luncheon in Reverend Wheeler’s honor cele-
brating his years as Pastor. Congratulations to 
Reverend Wheeler on this great honor. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
votes on Monday, November 16, 2015. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on roll 
call vote 626, ‘‘nay’’ on roll call vote 627, 
‘‘yea’’ on roll call vote 628, and ‘‘yea’’ on roll 
call vote 629. 
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HONORING MAYOR OF HARLINGEN, 
TEXAS CHRIS BOSWELL ON RE-
CEIVING THE DISTINGUISHED 
CITIZEN AWARD 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Harlingen, Texas Mayor Chris Boswell 
who has been awarded the Distinguished Cit-
izen Award by the Rio Grande Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

Each year the Boy Scouts of America rec-
ognize a noteworthy and extraordinary leader 
in the Rio Grande Valley community. The 

award is presented to an individual in honor of 
their service to the community, and honorees 
are recognized for their efforts to inspire 
young people to be leaders. 

Chris Boswell was first elected Mayor of 
Harlingen in May 2007 and was re-elected in 
2010 and 2013. Prior to being Mayor, he 
served twice as president of the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley Development Council. He was 
also president of the Cameron County Bar As-
sociation. 

Mayor Boswell served 10 years as a 
Cubmaster and 7 years as an Assistant Scout-
master. His leadership culminated in his serv-
ing as president of the Rio Grande Council 
and later as President of Area 2 which gov-
erns 11 scout councils in Texas and Lou-
isiana. 

Harlingen and the entire Rio Grande Valley 
have benefitted greatly from his leadership, vi-
sion and expertise, and I rise today to con-
gratulate Mayor Chris Boswell on this well-de-
served honor. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COY THOMPSON’S 
PURPLE HEART PINNING CERE-
MONY 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the Purple Heart pinning cere-
mony for United States Army Sergeant Coy 
Thompson of North Carolina’s 8th Congres-
sional District. It is an honor to extend these 
remarks today and to thank Sergeant Thomp-
son for his brave and selfless service to our 
nation. 

Sergeant Thompson served in the United 
States Army during the Vietnam War with 
honor and distinction through his support of 
ground forces during aerial missions. During 
the Tet Offensive, Sergeant Thompson was 
wounded in the line of duty after being hit with 
fragments of shrapnel from a near-by explo-
sion. After returning to the United States, Ser-
geant Thompson was awarded with the Air 
Medal for his actions in support of operations 
against the enemy. Later, Sergeant Thompson 
was awarded the Bronze and Silver Stars, as 
well as the Purple Heart. 

On Sunday, November 8, 2015, a special 
ceremony was held at the Enochville Church 
of God in Kannapolis, North Carolina to cele-
brate Sergeant Thompson and recognize him 
for his valor and service to our nation. Ser-
geant Thompson was surrounded by family 
and friends who gathered to witness this spe-
cial ceremony in which he was pinned with his 
many medals. Fellow service members were 
also present and told stories of Sergeant 
Thompson’s courage and love for our country. 

I am overjoyed that the Marine Corps 
League of Cabarrus County and his commu-
nity recognized Sergeant Thompson for his 
valiant actions during the Vietnam War. The 
men and women in uniform who have an-
swered the call to defend our nation represent 
the best our country has to offer and they de-
serve our continued admiration. Events like 
this special ceremony serve as a reminder 

that we must never take their service and sac-
rifice for granted, and that we as a nation 
must continually find ways to recognize these 
heroic patriots for their unparalleled dedication 
to our freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in once 
again commemorating this very special occa-
sion, and to thank United States Army Ser-
geant Coy Thompson for his service and dedi-
cation to our country. 
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WORLD DAY OF ROAD SAFETY 
REMEMBRANCE 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
recognition of the 20th Anniversary of the 
World Day of Road Safety Remembrance. 

Despite greater awareness of the dangers 
associated with traveling on the world’s roads 
today and improvements in road safety, more 
than a million people die each year as a result 
of road crashes. These crashes remain the 
single greatest cause of death for healthy 
Americans abroad. In the U.S., more than 
30,000 die in crashes, while more than 2 mil-
lion are injured annually. 

The good news is that the number of road 
deaths is stabilizing even though the number 
of motor vehicles worldwide has increased. 
According to the World Health Organization, in 
the last three years, 79 countries have seen a 
decrease in the absolute number of traffic fa-
talities. 

The bad news is that road users around the 
world are unequally protected. The risk of 
dying in a road traffic crash still depends, in 
great part, on where people live and how they 
move around. A big gap still separates high in-
come countries from low and middle income 
ones where 90% of road traffic deaths occur 
in spite of having just 54% of the world’s vehi-
cles. Europe has the lowest death rates per 
capita. Africa has the highest. 

Though road safety strategies are saving 
lives, the pace of change is too slow. More 
countries are acting on road safety, but further 
action is required. In its recent report ‘‘Improv-
ing Global Road Safety,’’ WHO has called for 
all new roads to be constructed to at least a 
3 Star safety standard, using the International 
Road Assessment Program methodology. Ini-
tiatives will be presented this week among 
government officials, NGOs and international 
organizations during the 2nd Global Ministerial 
Conference on Road Safety in Brasilia, which 
coincides with the 20th anniversary of observ-
ing the World Day of Remembrance. Among 
the groups in attendance will be the Associa-
tion for Safe International Road Travel. Since 
its founding, ASIRT has been a leading and 
powerful advocate in support of global road 
safety. 

On this World Day of Remembrance, we are 
reminded of how much progress has been 
made regarding road safety and how far we 
still need to go. I encourage my colleagues 
and the public to reflect on the importance of 
the task that lies ahead and to commit them-
selves to the work of preventing the needless 
deaths caused by road crashes. 
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HONORING CHIEF CARLOS 

CABRERA 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Fire Chief Carlos 
Cabrera for his 26 years of excellence in the 
West Palm Beach Fire Department and his 
dedication to protecting his community. West 
Palm Beach is a safer place thanks to him. 

Chief Cabrera, the first Hispanic fire depart-
ment chief in West Palm Beach, had a career 
of outstanding achievement and service. Dur-
ing the course of his career Chief Cabrera ex-
tinguished hundreds of fires, saved many 
lives, and even delivered seven babies. 

In honor of his retirement and years of serv-
ice to his community, I am pleased to recog-
nize Chief Cabrera and wish him the best in 
his future endeavors. 

f 

WASHINGTON, D.C., CELEBRATING 
A CAPITOL HILL EXHIBIT BY 
THE SIMON WIESENTHAL CEN-
TER AND UNESCO 

HON. KAREN BASS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I recognize and congratulate the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center and its Museum of 
Tolerance for commitment to leadership in 
promoting tolerance worldwide. I am proud to 
represent these important institutions as part 
of California’s 37th Congressional District. Lo-
cated in Los Angeles, they have a worldwide 
mission. 

Together with UNESCO, the Wiesenthal 
Center has created a traveling exhibition, 
opening today in Washington, D.C., entitled 
Book. People. Land.: The 3,500 Year Rela-
tionship Between the Jewish People and the 
Holy Land. This exhibit, sponsored by the 
U.S., Canada and Israel, aims to highlight the 
Jewish values of scholarship, human dignity 
and justice, and links them through history to 
the Jewish homeland. 

My friends and fellow Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee members, Chair ED ROYCE and Rank-
ing Member ELIOT ENGEL, cooperated in ar-
ranging this Capitol Hill opening. Book. Peo-
ple. Land. will soon travel to Israel’s Knesset 
and Vatican City under the supervision of its 
Project Director, Wiesenthal Center Associate 
Dean Rabbi Abraham Cooper. 

As the public and invited guests celebrate 
this partnership with UNESCO, the opening of 
this exhibit, and the Wiesenthal Center’s mes-
sage of human dignity, I am proud to recog-
nize all those involved in this important under-
taking. 

COMMEMORATING THE BRIDGE 
DEDICATION CEREMONY FOR MR. 
ALLEN T. SMALL 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mr. Allen Thurman Small and 
to commemorate the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Bridge Dedication 
ceremony in his honor. This is a fitting dedica-
tion for a man who gave so much to the City 
of Concord and the state of North Carolina. 

Up until the day he tragically passed in 
2006, Mr. Small was a public servant who 
deeply cared about his community. He served 
as a member of the Concord City Council from 
1997 through 2006 and spent more than three 
decades in public education. During his public 
education career, Mr. Small was an educator 
and principal at three different Concord-area 
schools: Wolf Meadow Elementary School, 
Coltrane-Webb Elementary School, and Logan 
High School. Mr. Small, who was the first Afri-
can-American to serve as principal of a deseg-
regated school in Concord, was committed to 
ensuring every student received a high quality 
education that prepared them to be engaged 
citizens of the community. 

During his tenure on the city council, Mr. 
Small dedicated his time and resources to-
ward bringing jobs back to Concord and grow-
ing the city’s economy, all in the hopes of 
leaving the children he devoted so much of his 
life to with a better future than he ever had. 
Following his passing, Mr. Small’s city council 
seat has been occupied by his wife, Ella Mae, 
who has served the City of Concord with 
honor and distinction, and has continued to 
build upon Mr. Small’s legacy as a dedicated 
public servant. 

On Monday, November 9th, the North Caro-
lina Department of Transportation held a 
bridge dedication ceremony for Mr. Small in 
his beloved City of Concord. The ‘‘Allen T. 
Small Bridge’’ is located on Cabarrus Avenue 
West over the Norfolk Southern Railroad, and 
serves as a gateway in to the heart of down-
town Concord. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the life of Mr. Allen Thurman 
Small for his service to the Concord commu-
nity and his commitment to bettering the lives 
of everyone in his community, particularly 
those of our area’s young students. 

f 

HONORING JAMES CORRIVEAU ON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Mr. James Corriveau, the 
Public Works Director, Supervisory General 
Engineer at Fort Drum, New York. 

Mr. James Corriveau has dedicated 39 
years of public service to our great nation with 
a combined Active Duty, Reserve Component 
and Federal Civil Service. Mr. Corriveau first 
joined the Army as an Engineer in 1974. He 
began working at Fort Drum in 1978 and has 

held multiple positions on post, all to better-
ment of the Army, the installation and our sol-
diers assigned to the 10th Mountain Division. 

Mr. Corriveau served our nation proudly as 
an active duty Army Engineer Officer. Fol-
lowing his active duty and Army Reserve ca-
reers he continued his call to serve our brave 
North Country soldiers and their families as a 
true civil servant. Throughout his esteemed 
career at Fort Drum he wore many hats, in-
cluding Civil Engineer, Chief of Operations 
and Maintenance, Chief of Business Oper-
ations, Deputy Director of Public Works, and 
the Residential Communities Initiative Program 
Manager. Mr. Corriveau played an integral role 
in the internal operations and base expansion 
at Fort Drum, an essential component for the 
livelihood for our servicemembers, their loved 
ones, and also the needs of our U.S. Military 
training and capabilities. 

Mr. James Corriveau is the recipient of nu-
merous awards including the Decoration for 
Exceptional Civilian Service, which is the high-
est award granted to Army civilian personnel 
and was most deserved by Mr. Corriveau for 
his selfless and resolute works. During his 
time in both military and civilian service, Mr. 
Corriveau has also been awarded the Special 
Act Award, the Commander’s Award for Civil-
ian Service, the Meritorious Civilian Service 
Award, and the Superior Civilian Service 
Award. 

On this day, I want to take a moment to 
thank Mr. James Corriveau for his years of 
service to our nation. James, congratulations 
on your retirement . . . you are a true patriot 
and the North Country community thanks you 
for making this your home. Your humble lead-
ership and key knowledge will be missed by 
many. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BRAVE AC-
TIONS OF SEVEN OFFICERS OF 
THE AURORA POLICE DEPART-
MENT 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Greg Christoffel, Ed Doepel, 
Nick Gartner, Jeff Hahn, Erik Swastek, Josh 
Sullivan and Chris Coronado of the Aurora Po-
lice. 

For their efforts in saving the life of 14 year 
old Annie Prosser in 2013, these brave men 
were awarded the U.S. Marshals’ Law En-
forcement Officer of the Year awards. Out of 
the more than 2,500 nominees for the award, 
only 50 were chosen and it is a matter of 
great pride and honor that officers from the 
Eleventh District were chosen among this elite 
group. 

The rescue of Ms. Prosser was conducted 
in water approximately six feet deep and at a 
temperature below freezing, after the car she 
was riding in was found overturned in a pond 
in Aurora, Illinois. These officers just hap-
pened to be nearby, investigating a separate 
incident. When they saw the danger Ms. 
Prosser was in, they went above and beyond 
the call of duty and dove right in to rescue 
her. This heroic action exemplifies the Aurora 
Police Department’s strong commitment to 
serving our community and to their character 
as public servants. 
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